The Community Solution to Gang Violence
“(CSGV) was formed in 2003 when Native
Counselling Services of Alberta met with the
. Edmonton Police Service and proposed a
- partnership between the two 0rgan12at10ns
'___fThe city was experiencing an increase in
i - gang activity and gang-related deaths, and the
e _community was beginning to demand that
something be done. Since that time, the initiative
~has grown significantly, and now more than
forty different organizations work together to
address the 1ssue of gang violence.
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Commumly Drug Alert recently met with

Karen Erickson, the project Manager for CSGV.
She tells us that “Our main focus 1s to engage the &
community to work together to prevent youth »
involvement in gangs. No one organization can
address the 1ssue alone. The central message of
the CSGV is that everyone - young people,
parents, families, neighbours, service providers,
businesses, funding organizations and government, %
have a role to play in preventing youth involvement
in gangs. We work to give youths a sense of
connectedness to the community, and we try to
foster supportive and reliable relationships that
give them a sense of hope for the future.” A
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